Attenuation of anti-ischemic efficacy during chronic therapy with nicorandil in patients with stable angina pectoris.
After 2 weeks of nicorandil therapy, time to ischemia on stress testing was significantly less than on day 1 and not different from placebo. These data are consistent with attenuation of the anti-ischemic effects of this drug and suggest that the potassium channel-opening properties do not compensate for development of attenuation to the nitrate component of nicorandil.